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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2012–13 BILL 2012 
Third Reading 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Treasurer) [12.12 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [12.12 pm]: I rise to speak to the bill. I thank all my colleagues in the 
opposition for their contributions to the debate on the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Recurrent 2012–13 
Bill 2012. As the Treasurer has indicated, he will respond at the conclusion of this debate on the Appropriation 
(Consolidated Account) Capital 2012–13 Bill 2012.  

The capital investment of the state is dealt with in some detail throughout the three budget papers. I refer to page 
54 of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook, noting that the 2012–13 budget includes an asset investment program 
costed at $7.6 billion. Over the page, at page 56, there is a short paragraph on net debt and net financial 
liabilities, which states — 

Total public sector net debt is forecast to be $18.6 billion at 30 June 2013, increasing to an estimated 
peak of $23.2 billion by 30 June 2015.  

It then goes on to make the comment that net debt levels are expected to decline across the end of the forward 
estimates. Of course, much has been made by the opposition of the significant increase in the net debt level of 
the state largely to fund the asset investment program of the state government. A 415 per cent increase in four 
years is, by any measure, an extraordinarily rapid rise in debt. A couple of questions have been asked this 
week—one by me to the Treasurer and one by the member for North West to the Minister for Regional 
Development—about more than a billion dollars that both the Treasurer and the Minister for Regional 
Development have confirmed will be spent. The money is there, currently holding the net debt figure down by 
just over a billion dollars, and, of course, it will indeed be spent. I have some severe doubt about the insinuation 
that the net debt figure will peak at $23.2 billion by 30 June 2015, due to the fact that there is, at the very least, 
another billion to come, as confirmed by the Treasurer and the Minister for Regional Development, and as 
highlighted by the fact that a significant number of capital works asset investment programs have commenced 
and have had some funds allocated to them but require a further significant allocation of funds. Those projects 
include the new major stadium at Burswood and the new Rossmoyne Senior High School. Other members on 
this side will highlight some other spending requirements of the government that have certainly not been brought 
to book but will require spending. At page 56 of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook the government makes the 
point that net debt is going to peak and then suggests that the net debt figure will then decline. I have some 
significant doubts about the merits of that particular sentence.  

There is another interesting point I would like to focus on briefly. I turn to page 203 of the Economic and Fiscal 
Outlook and the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority. Three points are made under the heading “Revised 
Asset Investment Program”. The first concerns the Riverside project near Trinity College in East Perth, which 
can be seen as you cross the Causeway from my electorate under construction over on the right on the river. I am 
quite familiar with that part of Perth. We all know that when it rains that area floods quite severely. Trinity 
College has been subject to some flooding over the years. Interestingly, the Economic and Fiscal Outlook states 
at page 203 — 

• Riverside—current market conditions have resulted in delayed timeframes for private sector 
development;  

I do not know what those current market conditions are—I have an idea what they might be—but it is interesting 
to note that this significant project has not yet attracted private sector investment and, therefore, the development 
of a project on which the government is spending significant money. The second point concerns the Perth 
Cultural Centre and states — 

• Perth Cultural Centre—forecast lease revenues have not materialised resulting in a delay to the 
development program. A long-term Master Plan and commercial strategy are being prepared 
currently, with development works and leasing opportunities to be considered as part of this plan;  

A long-term master plan and strategy are currently being developed! I am surprised, and perhaps the Treasurer 
can respond in due course, as to why a long-term master plan and commercial strategy were not developed prior 
to the government’s commitments in respect of the cultural precinct and in light of the fact that the government 
seems to be spending significant other moneys planning a dozen different projects. There is more planning going 
on than construction. The third point is — 

• East Perth Power Station—the redevelopment of this site has been deferred beyond the forward 
estimates period.  
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It has gone, disappeared, never to be seen again. Those are three interesting little notes at page 203 about the 
revised asset investment program concerning Riverside, the Perth Cultural Centre and the East Perth power 
station site. They are not insignificant locations in the Perth area.  
I will go through a couple of different areas. I refer to volume 2 of budget paper No 2 and to the Burswood major 
stadium, which I think it is now called and not the Burswood stadium.  
Mr C.J. Barnett: Which you support.  
Mr B.S. WYATT: The Premier has quite kindly quoted my support of this project.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: We said you are a good judge.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: Did you get that, Hansard? Excellent. I always like getting on the record compliments from 
my electoral neighbour, the member for South Perth. Twice now the member for South Perth has been busted 
dining at Cinnamon on the Park right next to my electorate office. On Friday afternoon when it was raining, I 
was coming back from one of my many meetings to see the member for South Perth — 

Ms L.L. Baker: Sipping a latte.  
Mr B.S. WYATT: He was not sipping a latte, but he had been sipping something! He was certainly enjoying the 
fine Indian cuisine on the back of a win on one of his nags. I am delighted that when the member for South Perth 
has money to spend, he comes across the border and spends it in Victoria Park.  
Coming back to “Perth Major Stadium”, the estimated total cost is $700 million. The estimated total cost of 
“Related Transport Infrastructure” is $300 million. Of course, the vast majority of those allocations are still yet 
to be made, which just emphasises the point I made earlier; the government still has a significant number of 
commitments that are not funded. I have severe doubts about the comments that the net debt figure will peak in 
2015–16, bearing in mind a number of different projects require further injections of capital.  

Another fine example is in volume 1 of budget paper No 2. I know that some other members will go through the 
school allocations. We remember the new Premier announcing with some fanfare a new Rossmoyne Senior High 
School at $80 million, yet the allocation sits at just under $36 million. Again, that is another project for which 
the vast majority of the spending, the capital allocation, is still to come. That is two of many examples of capital 
works for schools. I recall when the Leader of the National Party, with the Premier, signed on the dotted line to 
form government and said that not one cent of royalties for regions money would be spent on mainstream 
government projects, yet some $81.5 million of royalties for regions funding is to be spent on schools. No doubt 
that is a result of the fact that the Minister for Education has been required to find savings and the Minister for 
Regional Development simply cannot spend the money fast enough. Twelve different schools will get funding 
from royalties for regions. As I have said, $81.5 million is allocated as the estimated total cost for those projects.  

One other issue with which I would like to deal is the Perth Waterfront project. I wonder whether the Premier 
will move an amendment to the budget paper No 2, volume 2. It is still called the Perth Waterfront project in the 
budget papers. I cannot see any reference in the budget to the Perth Elizabeth Quay project. We now have a 
name for our waterfront, Elizabeth Quay, named after, of course, our monarch. I thought that was a surprising 
decision by the Premier.  
Mr W.J. Johnston: I thought it was named after the late Queen Mother. She was Queen Elizabeth.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: I was listening intently to the announcement that the Premier made on the radio that we were 
to have another site in Western Australia named after a member of the English royal family. I am curious about 
why the Premier chose that name. The Premier made the point well; he said that the Queen had such a wonderful 
visit out here and we had such a great barbecue on the site that we should dig up the site and name the quay after 
the Queen. We will have Elizabeth Quay to enjoy at some point when, I dare say, I will be significantly older 
than I am now. Elizabeth Quay will be there so that we can go down there and celebrate another member of the 
royal family.  
I am surprised because the Premier has made the point about renaming the Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children. We do not have a new name yet for Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, but I dare say that my 
view is that he is correct in renaming that hospital. We have a city replete with acknowledgements to members 
of the English aristocracy—English men and women, mainly men, who by and large never laid foot in Western 
Australia. I am sure that when the Premier considered announcing the name of Elizabeth Quay in all her glory, 
he would have considered, as he drove in from Cottesloe—another place named after a significant English 
person—a few other names. This is from a database that looks as though it is getting some funding; I will come 
back to that. Certainly the Perth Waterfront will get some significant hundreds of millions of dollars. I will go 
through some of the streets in the Perth CBD. Aberdeen Street is named after the Earl of Aberdeen, the prime 
minister of Great Britain from 1852 to 1855. Adelaide Terrace, of course, is named after Queen Adelaide, the 
royal consort of King William IV, the King of England from 1830 to 1837. Bronte Street is named after 
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Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson, the Duke of Bronte and Commander in Chief of the Royal Navy from 1803 to 
1805. Goderich Street is named after Viscount Goderich, the Secretary of State for War and the Colonies. The 
Secretaries of State for War and the Colonies received quite a lot of acknowledgement in Western Australia, but 
most of them never made it out here.  

Hay Street is named after Robert William Hay, Permanent Under-secretary for the Colonies. Hill Street is named 
after Lord Rowland Hill, Commander in Chief of the Imperial Forces from 1825 to 1836. Horatio Street is 
named after the aforementioned Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson. Lord Street is in close proximity to Goderich, 
Wellington and Howick Streets, all of which were named in honour of lords. Murray Street is named after Sir 
George Murray who was the Secretary of State for War and the Colonies from 1828 to 1830. Nelson Crescent—
he gets a third street named after him—is named again after Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson. Newcastle Street is 
named after the Duke of Newcastle, Secretary of State for War and the Colonies. That is the third Secretary of 
State for War and the Colonies who gets a run. Palmerston Street is named after Viscount Palmerston, Prime 
Minister of Great Britain from 1855 to 1858 and then 1859 to 1865. St Georges Terrace, of course, is named 
after the patron saint of England. He gets the most prominent street in Perth. Victoria Avenue and Victoria 
Square of course are named after Queen Victoria. Wellington Street is named after the Duke of Wellington. 
William Street, originally King William Street, is named after King William IV. This information is all courtesy 
of a wonderful little map on the Landgate database, which is getting some money for an upgrade. The map also 
makes the point — 

Perth was officially declared on the 12th August, 1829 by Sir James Stirling under instruction from the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies and War, Sir James Murray, who represented the constituency of 
Perthshire, Scotland.  

Even our very city is in honour of a foreign, but not insignificant, member of the House of Lords in England 
some time ago.  

Mr T.G. Stephens: Any Nyoongah streets? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I am looking desperately.  

Then we look more broadly; I thought I would look at some of the suburb names. Applecross is named after a 
small fishing village in the northwest coast of Scotland. Guildford is named after the town of Guildford in 
Surrey. Armadale is named after either one of two Scottish towns of the name. Most of the suburb of Belmont 
was assigned to Captain Francis Henry Byrne in 1931. It is believed that Byrne named his land Belmont after his 
estate in England. Burswood, the site of the Premier’s new major stadium in my electorate, is derived from 
Burrs-wood. That is the name given to his property by the original land holder of the area, Henry Camfield—
and, of course, there is a Camfield Street in Victoria Park. Camfield named his property “Burrs-Wood” after his 
father’s farm in England. The present accepted spelling of “Burswood” is the result of a spelling error by the 
men who painted the sign for the first railway station in the area. Northam was most likely—unfortunately, it is a 
“most likely”—named by Governor Stirling after Northam, a village in North Devon, England, or another village 
now part of Southampton. Scarborough is obviously named after English seaside town. Welshpool is named after 
the Welsh town. Again, that is in my electorate. Wembley is named after Wembley town, England. Swanbourne 
commemorates the home of Thomas Francis Fremantle, the first Baron of Cottesloe, of course! 

I think Rockingham is worthy of a mention simply because of the ship the Rockingham, which ran aground on 
the beach which fronts the present day suburb. Interestingly, my notes state that the Rockingham was a 423-
tonne vessel, and was the last of three ships to bring Thomas Peel’s settlers from London to the new colony. I 
was reading about this and discussing it with the member for Mandurah. Thomas Peel had an unfortunate time 
when he came out from London to Western Australia and the colony. He was allocated a significant part of the 
Peel, which was at the time worthless, and he died in significant debt. He had to sell off the couple of hundred 
thousand acres he was allocated, but he died impoverished. Unfortunately, he never enjoyed the financial boom 
that the current member of Mandurah — 
Mr D.A. Templeman: He would have recognised it as a region, though! 

Mr C.J. Barnett: In those days he was in the country! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Augusta was named by Governor Sir James Stirling after Princess Augusta Sophia, the 
second daughter of King George III and Queen Charlotte. Ascot was named after Ascot Racecourse, of course. 
The name of Exmouth honours the Viscount Exmouth, Edward Pellew, who was born in Dover, and died there in 
1833, but had a very distinguished career in the navy. Carnarvon was named after the fourth Earl of Carnarvon, 
Henry Howard Molyneux, Lord Lieutenant and Custos Rotulorum—I cannot even pronounce these words!—of 
the county of Southampton and high steward of the University of Oxford. Melville was named after Robert 
Dundas, the second Viscount Melville. I think my notes on Margaret River are incorrect, so I will not talk about 
Margaret River’s name. I think it was named after a local down that way.  
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Victoria Park is of course another place named after Queen Victoria; Victoria is replete with honours around the 
Perth area! Albany was named by Governor Stirling at the beginning of 1832. It was named after Frederick the 
Duke of Albany and York and the favourite son of King George III. I know of the member for Pilbara’s love of 
Derby, which was named after Edward Henry Stanley, Lord Derby from 1826 to 1893, and another Secretary of 
State for Colonies between 1882 and 1885. 
Mr T.G. Stephens: Don’t stop there, because — 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I know the Broome connection. I come back, as I can, to page 558 of the Budget Statements 
and the capital spend of the Perth Waterfront, with an amendment shortly to be moved by the Premier to call it 
the Elizabeth Quay project. The former Treasurer in his budget speech said that we must be able to do more in 
Perth than simply wander up to London Court. I thought: let us have a look at London Court! The website for 
London Court states — 

London Court is the only walk in the world outside Britain that has captured a setting and atmosphere 
so similar to that of Tudor England, London Court is a retail walkway … 

John Wodehouse was the first Earl of Kimberley from 1826 to 1902, and was a British liberal politician who 
held office in every liberal administration from 1852 to 1895, notably as Secretary of State for the Colonies. That 
is another one! 

Mr T.G. Stephens: I hope you are not going to leave out the worthy Prince Leopold of Belgium, whose name 
has been given to the ranges of the Kimberley! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Prince Leopold of Belgium—of course! Roderick Murchison was born at Tarradale House, 
Muir of Ord, Ross-shire, as the son of Kenneth Murchison, and had a long and happy life — 
Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: — exploring, member for South Perth, the volcanic regions of southern France, northern 
Italy and Switzerland. No doubt he was well worthy of the name here in Western Australia! Finally, I appreciate 
that both you, Mr Acting Speaker, and the Premier — 

Mr T.G. Stephens: Only because of the shortage of time, not because of the endless list. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Only because of the shortage of time. 

The Gascoyne River was discovered by, of course, the English on 4 March 1839—up until then it was unknown 
by anyone!—by the explorer — 

Mr T.G. Stephens: I’m surprised they don’t call it the nameless river! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: — Lieutenant George Grey who named it after a friend, Captain John Gascoyne, son of 
Bamber Gascoyne, a Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty. Therefore, we have a state that is a veritable 
celebration of all that is English; we are a veritable celebration — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you object to the French and Dutch names?  

Mr B.S. WYATT: I have not even started on the French! If the Premier was to give me another hour or two, I 
could go through some of the other Dutch names, some of the French names and indeed go into thorough detail 
on the history of Western Australia. I thought it was timely that we had another name—another significant site—
named after a member of the English royal family in Elizabeth Quay! For the benefit of Hansard, and future 
doubt, I say I am being sarcastic. I know that when we read Hansard, sarcasm is often lost. Therefore, for the 
avoidance of doubt, I think that the Premier missed a great opportunity when he looked at his capital works 
budget and saw the hundreds of millions of dollars he was allocating to the waterfront project and decided to 
name it Elizabeth Quay after our current monarch. I thought that was an opportunity gone begging. It was an 
opportunity to create something. The Premier and the Minister for Planning gushed about the significance of this 
location, and, indeed, the location is significant, but I would have thought that as we are a proud state celebrating 
Western Australia Day, during Reconciliation Week we could have done better than to name a place after Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: What would your suggestion be? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: That is a good point, Premier; I will take that interjection. I think it would not have been a 
bad idea to throw the idea around. I will not say that it should have been this or that, but I could probably come 
up with a few names. I just read out a few names that were not too hard to come up with back in the olden days, 
but I daresay that we could have come up with a few names that were reflective of Western Australia. I said this 
on radio: it does not have to be an Aboriginal name, but I think an Aboriginal name would perhaps have been 
worthy in light of the fact that our entire city is a celebration of all things English, and indeed some French. 
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Perhaps it was an opportunity to say that, yes, we, as a state, are still part of the British Empire, for want of a 
better expression, but we are indeed a state with a unique identity. I celebrated with the Premier the WA Day 
award ball and dinner. We have some unique individuals, not just living now, but who have lived, and I think 
there was an opportunity. Having listened to the talkback radio and read some of the letters to the editor of the 
newspaper, it seems that Western Australians want to participate in this naming option. Looking back, as the 
firm republican the Premier once was, it would have been an opportunity to perhaps say, “If we’re going to be 
part of Asia, let’s not send a signal to Asia that we are still doffin’ the cap and tuggin’ the forelock to our English 
forbears.” As I pointed out, I cited those English names in a very limited way, because, as the member for 
Pilbara pointed out, we can go to locations all across Western Australia, and there is no shortage of them. In fact, 
I would dare say that the vast majority of places are named after former English politicians or members of the 
royal family. I know the Premier may stand up and complain, so I want to emphasise that there were many 
English people who came and had a significant impact on the development of Western Australia, and I have no 
problems in naming sites and locations after them. However, when we talk about people who do not live in 
Western Australia and have not had a huge impact on the development of Western Australia, I think it is an 
opportunity gone begging. I think that the Premier will perhaps regret it in the future just as I think Western 
Australians broadly have not supported that name. 

I will conclude where I began, with the position of the net debt of the state. The net debt of the state as forecast 
in the budget is utterly unbelievable. It is simply not believable. There are partly funded commitments, unfunded 
commitments, commitments that are not even mentioned in the budget and, as confirmed in the last two days in 
question time, at least $1 billion that will be spent over the next four years. That is another $1 billion added to 
the net debt position. I, and I think all Western Australians who look at the sentence in the budget that states that 
net debt is set to peak in 2015–16, need to know the truth. The reality is that it will not peak in 2015–16; it will 
continue on its upward trajectory. 
MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [12.40 pm]: I want to draw members’ attention to a few matters, some of 
which relate directly to my electorate and some of which relate to my portfolio. I will begin with Willetton 
Senior High School, which although it is not in my electorate, serves many people from my electorate. The 
decision to replace the infrastructure at Willetton Senior High School is welcomed by the people in my electorate 
but I note that only $32.48 million is actually allocated to the project. I understand that in the press release from 
the Premier the budget for that project was given as $80 million. It will be good to have that money allocated at 
some time. I note that Lynwood Senior High School also serves my electorate. It is physically in the suburb of 
Parkwood, some 50 metres from my electorate, and serves the suburbs of Lynwood, Ferndale and Langford, but 
it is not receiving funding. I see on page 403 of budget paper No 2 that the total capital allocation for the 
Department of Education budget for new works is $518 483 000 in 2012–13 and for declining amounts in the 
future. It declines to $498 million in the 2013–14 forward estimates; $341 million in 2014–15, a decrease of 
$150 million; and to only $219.4 million in the last year of the forward estimates, a decline of a further 
$120 million. That is a massive predicted decline—a cut of $300 million across the forward estimates—and is a 
lot of money, but it would be good if the government could find just $3 million for Lynwood Senior High School 
to build a student services centre. I know that the member for Riverton, in whose electorate the school sits, 
would join with me in saying that it would be good if the government, with all that money, could find $3 million 
to fund that project. 

I draw attention also to the Western Australian Greyhound Racing Authority, mentioned on page 540 of budget 
paper No 2. There is an allocation of $350 000 for new works for the Cannington facility, which needs about 
$10 million spent on it. I have frequent conversations with the Minister for Racing and Gaming about this topic. 
This is very important to my electorate because spending the money to relocate the greyhound track to the rear of 
the Canning Showgrounds would allow a number of other projects to proceed that are not funded by the 
government but by the City of Canning and the Canning Agricultural, Horticultural and Recreational Society. 
This is a facilitative program. The greyhound facility is an important facility that provides a lot of local 
employment and is an entertainment venue for the local people. It is very important to the Canning area. I do not 
want the Greyhound Racing Authority to close the track and relocate to Mandurah or Northam, which I know 
has been suggested. It would be good if we could spend more money on that project. I think it is time for the 
government to announce a plan. Some of the $350 000 is for minor works, including improving the lure for the 
dogs and some engineering and planning works. This is a very important facilitative project for my electorate 
and it is time that the government made a decision on it. I am disappointed that the government has not made a 
decision. It is okay to do more planning but the time has come for this project to be done and to allocate 
resources to it. 
I also draw members’ attention to page 647 of budget paper No 2. Under “Completed Works” is “Roe Highway 
Extension — Project Development”. The government has now spent $20.5 million and declared Roe Highway 
complete. The Acting Speaker (Mr J.M. Francis) might think that is a good decision but it is interesting that two 
and a half years ago the member for Riverton told the local newspaper that the bulldozers were warming up. 
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Dr M.D. Nahan: You should provide evidence of that. You’ve made that statement a couple of times. It is false. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The quote is in the Canning Times. I will provide it to the chamber. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: It is not a quote. Look at it. There is no quote. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You’re not telling a fib again, are you? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No, I am not. I have never proclaimed myself to be an honest person. What I always say 
is that I am the only person in this chamber who has been proved to be telling the truth. That is a specific 
comment. 
Mr F.A. Alban interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The member for Swan Hills is one of those who found that I had told the truth. I do not 
want to get distracted by these ridiculous interjections by inane members of Parliament. 

The fact is that the government is facing a $750 million black hole. The government says that it is committed to 
Roe Highway and the Minister for Transport fronted the media and said he was committed to Roe Highway, yet 
here it is in the budget papers—not one cent is allocated to the construction of Roe Highway. That shows the 
depth of the government’s commitment to the extension of Roe Highway. How much has the government 
committed to it? Not one cent. It is time for some honesty about Roe Highway. Over half of the $20 million that 
was spent was spent on public relations. It is ridiculous. It was a con and continues to be a con. 
I want to move on to some other issues. It is interesting that in the sport and recreation budget on page 514 of 
budget paper No 2 there is a $95.14 million allocation for the development of the Perth rectangular stadium. 
When this project was originally announced on 20 May 2010, it was an $80 million project. That is a nearly 
20 per cent blow-out in the cost of the project. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: No, it is not. It is a different project. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is the exact same project. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: It has been expanded to have corporate areas, entertainment areas and it goes not only along 
the wing, but also both ends; it is a bigger stadium than originally planned. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: So the project grew, did it? One way or another, the original project was $80 million in 
a press release from the government and now it is $95 million. That is what happened. I go to page — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You won’t be invited to the opening, so you won’t have to worry. We want to enjoy it. We 
want fun people there. We don’t want grumpy people there. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: So the Premier is not attending! 

I will just make a point about the Pilbara underground power project. The budget shows that no money is 
allocated for it in the forward estimates. The last part of the funding for this project is $53 325 000 in the 2012–
13 budget. No money is allocated to the project in 2013–14, 2014–15 or 2015–16. However, the Pilbara 
underground power project has stopped in Karratha; it is not taking place. When I asked Horizon Power about it, 
I was told that it did not know when the project would recommence or be completed or how much it would cost. 
Given that is what we were told in the estimates hearing, how can the government say it will cost $130 million? 
The government does not know how much the project will cost. It told us that during the budget estimates 
process. This is one of many examples of the falsehood that appears in the budget papers. This project is a severe 
embarrassment. It is typical of the work of the Minister for Energy. The government writes this figure into the 
budget but it does not know anything about how much that project will cost.  

I will not go into the detail of Verve Energy’s high efficiency gas turbine, as mentioned on page 597 of the 
Budget Statements. There is already a budget blow-out. A total of $20 million worth of penalties has been 
attributed to that project. They are not included in the capital costs; that is in addition to the capital costs. They 
are hidden in the budget papers and the government has not ‘fessed up to them.  

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 3764.] 
 


	APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2012–13 BILL 2012
	Third Reading


